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China-EU School of Law: A School of Great Promise

By China Law reporter Yu Xi

On October 23, 2008 a high-profile ceremony was held
in the auditorium of the Changping campus of China University
of Political Science and Law (CUPL) to inaugurate the newly
established China-EU School of Law (CESL).

In an address delivered at the inaugural ceremony,
Chinese Vice-Premier Li Kegiang. who is also a member
of the Standing Committee of the Politburo of the Chinese
Communist Party Central Committee, said that he was pleased
lo be attending the ceremony for the inauguration of CESL at
CUPL on behalf of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, together with
Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the European Commission.

Li also said that as a major project of cooperation
between China and the European Union (EU) in the field of
education, CESL is not only operated in China, bul is also
jointly managed by China and the EU. CESL Is open to the
world, he said, expressing the hope that CESL might one day
become a first-rate law school in the world.

President Barroso stated in his address that the evening
of the opening ceremony was a critical moment in the history
of China-EU relations. Through massive collaborative effort
by various parties from both sides, CESL had evenlually
been established, and the ceremony was a testament to the
excellent cooperation between China and the EU, narrowing
the distance between the two sides, and enabling the two sides
to cherish a common expectation, Barroso said.

Also speaking in an address delivered at the inaugural
ceremony, Professor Xu Xlanming, then president of CUPL
and the top leader in charge of the work of competitive bidding
and planning for the CESL project, said that CESL, as China's
first Sino-foreign managed law school, would act as a bridge
for promoting legal exchange between China and the EU, and
would serve as an example for future Sino-foreign cooperation
In similar areas. Xu expressed his belief that CESL would not
only be a base for Chinese students to study European law, but
would also be a center for raising awareness of Chinese laws
across the rest of the world. He pointed out that CESL exhibits
four major characteristics: 1) it was Initiated by the highest
levels of government; 2) it is an international institution of
higher education; 3) its academic standards are of the highest
level; and, 4) it is a combination of Chinese and Western
cultures. The outstanding human resources developed by
CESL will certainly become leading forces for development of
the rule of law in China, Xu said.

Al the inaugural ceremony, Li and Barroso logether
unveiled the plague of CESL to officially open CESL at CUPL.
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I. Planning and establishment: Creation of an
elite school of law

The founding of CESL was preceded by more than
two years of preparation. CESL, as a team operated schoel,
comprises 17 pariner higher educational institutions from 12
countries that are well known in China and abroad. With such
an extraordinary lineup, and with a highly qualified staff, CESL
is indeed a global viliage of legal education. The creation of
CESL is a landmark achieverment for China-EU legal and judicial
cooperation as well as for China-EU educational cooperation.

Back in 2003, Zhang Fusen, member of the Standing
Committee of the National Committee of the Chinese Peaple's
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), director of
the Committee for Social and Legal Affairs of the CPPCC,
and former Minister of Justice, was the first to promote and
implement the idea of creating CESL.,

In 2003, Mr. Zhang discussed the idea with senior EU
officials and received a positive response. After many rounds
of negotiations, the Chinese government and the European
Commission — the executive arm of the EU — signed in January
2007 an agreemen! on the creation of CESL. In January
2008, Mr. Zhang, together with representatives of the other
Chinese institutions in partnership with CUPL to establish
CESL., traveled to Hamburg, Germany to attend the first
meeting of partners for the creation of CESL. At this meeting,
Mr. Zhang was elected the Chinese Chairman of the first-term
Joint Managerial Committee of CESL. Throughout the whole
process of the establishment of CESL — from the formation of
the idea to create CESL, to the drawing of a blueprint for its
establishment and finally to the implementation of CESL, the
foresight and sagacity as well as rich experience of Mr. Zhang
were manifest.

For its own parl, CUPL underwent a process of extremely
strict selection and comparison in bidding for the establishment
of CESL on its campus. It was only with a high sense of
responsibility and extremely careful preparation that CUPL
eventually won the bid to establish CESL at the foot of Mount
Jundu in the Changping District of Beijing. The top leader in

charge of the work of competitive bidding and planning for the

establishment of CESL was Professor Xu Xianming — then
president of CUPL. In July 2006, Xu paid a visit to Mr. Serge
Abou, the Ambassador of the Delegation of the European

Commission to China, expressing the wish of CUPL to participate

in the competitive bidding for the project of establishing CESL.




In April 2007, CUPL established a panel of leaders in
charge of preparatory work for the establishment of CESL, with
Xu working as its chief and convener. On such key issues of
choosing a site for CESL, designation of facilities as office and
leaching buildings, and formation of the bidding taskforce and
the Joint Managerial Committee, Xu always made decisions
resolutely after hearing opinions from all concerned parties. He
managed to find solutions in a timely manner, which enabled
CUPL to gain an advantage in the competitive bidding for the
project of establishing CESL. In November 2007, after winning
the bid, the team of the University of Hamburg and CUPL
began the process of applying for permission from the Chinese
Ministry of Education to Initiate a jointly-operated Sino-foreign
school in Beijing. Throughout this process, Xu was in frequent
contact with the central government administrative authorities
for education, exchanging views with them and expounding the
position and concerns of CUPL. After overcoming numerous
difficulties, the work of establishing CESL was completed as
scheduled. The wisdom, grace and personal characteristics of
Xu were essential to the successful establishment of CESL.

On the EU side, the University of Hamburg established
a taskforce for the competitive bidding and eventually
implementation of the CESL project, its members being
primarily: Professor Hans-Heinrich Trute, Dean of the Law
Faculty of the University of Hamburg and the European
Chairman of the Joint Managerial Committee of CESL;
Professor Ninon Colneric, former Justice of the European Court
of Justice and the European Co-Dean of CESL; Professor
Armin Hatje, from the Faculty of Law of the University of
Hamburg and Co-Director of the CESL Master Program
Committee; and Daniela Janicke, European Manager of CESL.
The members of the EU taskforce closely cooperated with
their counterparts in China lo jointly design and complete the
competitive bidding plan. At the end of August 2007, the two
sides formed a bidding team grouping 13 European higher
educational institutions with 3 Chinese higher educational
institutions. Afier winning the bid in November 2007, the
University of Hamburg, on behalf of all the partners, signed
a sponsorship agreement with the European Commission.
Afterwards, the Hamburg taskforce did a great deal of work
to publicize and promote the CESL program in Europe and
to coordinate steps with the European partner institutions
in organizing a teaching staff and developing the academic
courses. The Hamburg taskforce frequently traveled to Beijing
for talks with officials from the Chinese Ministry of Education
and to consult with the Chinese taskforce on the application for
Sino-foreign joint management of CESL, as well as to assist
with preparations for student admission and inauguration.
Together with their Chinese colleagues, Professor Colneric
and Ms. Janicke have been permanently posted on the
Changping campus of CUPL - the site of CESL — since the
end of September 2008. The Hamburg and Chinese teams
have consistently managed to find common ground through
consultation, promoted cooperation on the basis of mutual trust
and, through their high efficiency and creative work, succeeded
in meeting the target of inaugurating CESL in mid-October
2008.

In the golden autumn of 2008, CESL took root at the foot

of Mount Jundu in Changping District, Beijing with the royal
tombs of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) not far away. In the
years to come, we can expect to see more and more world-
class Chinese and foreign jurists frequently traveling to work
and visit CESL, al the foot of the Great Wall, to introduce
global legal traditions to one of the oldest civilizations in history.
CESL, ready and able, is accommodating the surging desire to
develop law in China, focusing its efforts on the creation of top-
lier legal human rescurces and working towards the peaceful
adaptation of rule of law in China.

Il. Integration: CESL, based in China, orients
itself towards the whole world

In China's current era featuring high levels of bath
internationalization and nationalism, the pace of China'
s integration into the global economy has continued to
accelerate. The blueprint for promotion of the rule of law in
China being drawn by Chinese legal professionals is reflected
by the background of development of the rule of law across
the world. China is in serious need of developing legal human
resources with a global vision.

Judging by its name, we can see that CESL is a result
of inter-continental cooperation in this endeavor. Mutual
integration of Chinese and Western cultures and mutual
influence of Chinese and Western ideals are the greatest
characleristics of CESL. In a recent interview with China Law,
Wang Miao - a student at CESL, exclaimed: "Studying at
CESL, | can feel the impacts of both Chinese and Western
cultures. The study of the same laws here has enabled me
to view the world from a different perspective.” Certainly, with
the integration of seven different legal traditions in a single
platform, CESL. with its embrace of internationalization, has
every reason o arouse widespread attention.

"The basic idea of CESL is to lead students to
study and understand Chinese law in the context of the
internationalization of knowledge, and at the same time guide
them to understand international law from China's perspective,”
said Co-Dean Fang Liufang in a recent interview with China
Law. This goal has two significances — the first pertaining to
China and the second to the international community. To meet
these chjectives, CESL has designed a unique Double Master
Program combining the Juris Master or LL.M of Chinese Law
with the LL.M of European Law. Courses for the Double Master
Program are intended to develop high-level legal human
resources with an international vision, adept in both Chinese
and European laws. and capable of using both Chinese and
English as working languages. Yet, the ultimate goal of CESL
15 lo develop legal professionals of maximal competitiveness in
China's job market. Therefore, CESL slill focuses on providing
a Chinese legal education as its basis of operation.

Although the scope of CESL is global, the starting point
and basis of its educational programs are definitively Chinese.
CESL expects its students to become highly learned in
principles of jurisprudence, to well understand Chinese law and
international affairs, lo have a broad vision and rich knowledge
and to develop sufficient linguistic capacity to conduct
international exchanges. The widely different academic styles
and ways of thinking brought to CESL by its international




